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Q & A 
    

WHO ARRANGES AIR TRAVEL TO PERU?WHO ARRANGES AIR TRAVEL TO PERU?WHO ARRANGES AIR TRAVEL TO PERU?WHO ARRANGES AIR TRAVEL TO PERU?    

EcoTeach works closely with other travel agencies in order to 

book all group members together and find the most economical 

airfares on U.S. air carriers.   

 

WHAT IS THE CLIMATEWHAT IS THE CLIMATEWHAT IS THE CLIMATEWHAT IS THE CLIMATE 

The Iquitos, Peru area is located only 3° south of the Equator, so the daily temperatures are about 

the same throughout the year.  The temperatures vary from the high 80s°F during the day to the 

low 70s°F at night. We are mostly in shade while in the forest, though while on the river in open 

boats or on the Canopy Walkway, we’ll feel more of the warm tropical sun. When rain falls, it 

typically is not accompanied by blowing winds, but comes straight down, and usually for brief 

periods in the afternoon or night. The humidity is very high due to the evaporation from the dense 

jungle foliage.  A unique feature of the rainforest surrounding Iquitos is its lack of a specific rainy 

or dry season. There is a high water period from December through May which is caused by the 

melting of snow in the mountains as the Andean summer begins and from the rainy season in the 

upper jungle. The low water period begins in June and ends in November. 
 

WHAT TRAVEL DOCUMENTS ARE REQUIRED?WHAT TRAVEL DOCUMENTS ARE REQUIRED?WHAT TRAVEL DOCUMENTS ARE REQUIRED?WHAT TRAVEL DOCUMENTS ARE REQUIRED?    

A U.S. passport valid six months beyond your anticipated date of return to the U.S. is essential.  

Currently no visas are required.  Those with non-U.S. passports should contact the Peruvian 

Consulate for details. 
 

IS IS IS IS THIS EXPEDITION PHYSICALLY DEMANDING?THIS EXPEDITION PHYSICALLY DEMANDING?THIS EXPEDITION PHYSICALLY DEMANDING?THIS EXPEDITION PHYSICALLY DEMANDING? 

Although the expedition is not physically strenuous, with only a moderate amount of hiking, the 

heat and humidity make it more taxing.  We suggest that travelers prepare both mentally and 

physically to get the most out of their expedition program.  
 

IS THERE ELECTRICITY?IS THERE ELECTRICITY?IS THERE ELECTRICITY?IS THERE ELECTRICITY?    

In the middle of the jungle? (Don't count on it!) There are no phones or electric lights there.  At 

the three Amazon lodges, individual rooms and covered walkways are lit by kerosene lights at 

night.  Generators (110v) operate during part of the day and can be used to recharge camera 

batteries at Explorama Lodge, ExplorNapo, and ACTS. At Ceiba Tops Resort, there is electricity, 

hot showers, flush toilets, and air conditioning.  Electrical outlets will accommodate U.S. plugs. 
 

WHAT WILL OUR BATHROOMS BE LIKE?WHAT WILL OUR BATHROOMS BE LIKE?WHAT WILL OUR BATHROOMS BE LIKE?WHAT WILL OUR BATHROOMS BE LIKE?    

The bathrooms at the lodges are in separate buildings adjacent to our accommodations.   They are 

outdoor latrines, cleaned and inspected daily, and private.  Showers are also private, housed 

separately in adjacent buildings.  The shower water is gravity fed, using pumped, filtered water 

from Amazon tributaries. 
 

What language will we need to know to What language will we need to know to What language will we need to know to What language will we need to know to 

communicate?communicate?communicate?communicate?    

We are traveling to a Spanish speaking country, however all of our service providers, guides, and 

presenters will speak English.  Our Peruvian partners work primarily with English speaking 

clients, so their goal is to make English speakers comfortable.  Once you are in Lima, you will 

always be with someone who speaks both English and Spanish.  Also, airline, hotel, lodge, and 

other transfer services have bilingual employees.  We encourage all of our participants to learn 

some Spanish.  Your efforts will be well received by our Peruvian hosts and it doubles the fun of 

the workshop experience. 
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SAFSAFSAFSAFEtY EtY EtY EtY ––––    OUR #1 PRIORITY!OUR #1 PRIORITY!OUR #1 PRIORITY!OUR #1 PRIORITY! 
    

WHAT ABOUT SAFETY ONSITE?WHAT ABOUT SAFETY ONSITE?WHAT ABOUT SAFETY ONSITE?WHAT ABOUT SAFETY ONSITE?    

Personal safety is a priority. Common sense rules are outlined and enforced. Each person has a 

life jacket when traveling on transfer boats.  The Canopy Walkway is carefully maintained and 

checked daily.  The Missouri Botanical Gardens is also involved to regularly examine each of the 

Walkway’s platform trees.  The Walkway is constructed to help everyone feel secure.   Netting is 

stretched chest-high on either side of the walkway and there is always something for you to hold 

on to for balance.  Experiencing the walkway is, of course, optional.  But most find success in 

trying, even the most acrophobic. 
 

Our aim is to minimize risk for everyone involved in our programs.  Supervision, first aid, 

equipment & transportation safety, training & instruction, rules, and emergency response are all 

taken seriously. The Teacher/Student ratio is high. The Guide/Student ratio is high, plus our 

Naturalist Guides are professionals with many years of field experience.  We generally maintain a 

student/adult ration of 6 to 1.  All program activities are supervised by one or more adults.  First 

aid supplies are available during group activities and on boats. Safety rules are established and 

enforced. Emergency response is supported by advance information collected from each 

participant and established communications channels. 
 

POLITICALLY, IS IT SAFE?POLITICALLY, IS IT SAFE?POLITICALLY, IS IT SAFE?POLITICALLY, IS IT SAFE?    

Yes!  Peru is a democracy with a democratically elected president.  The area around Iquitos, Peru 

is peaceful and a traditionally stable part of the country.  Iquitos and the rainforests of the upper 

Amazon are relatively remote and the workshop facilities are secluded in the rainforest.  Students, 

teachers, naturalists, and other travelers have been visiting this area over the last dozen years 

without incident.  Explorama Tours, our Peruvian travel partner, has been hosting travelers in the 

upper Amazon basin for over 40 years without disruption of their travel services.  
 

WHAT IS THE plan for emergency communications?WHAT IS THE plan for emergency communications?WHAT IS THE plan for emergency communications?WHAT IS THE plan for emergency communications?    

For each program, we distribute a contact sheet with emergency phone numbers should any 

parent need to contact a group leader during the workshop expedition.  Emergency messages are 

relayed by radio. Each Amazon lodge facility is in microwave radio communications with the 

headquarters office of Explorama Tours in Iquitos. Daily boats carry supplies and written 

messages between lodge facilities. In an emergency, your group leader is able to communicate 

with parents or contacts in the States by radio and phone via the Iquitos office.  
 

IS THE WATER SAFE TO DRINK?IS THE WATER SAFE TO DRINK?IS THE WATER SAFE TO DRINK?IS THE WATER SAFE TO DRINK?    

Plenty of bottled water for brushing your teeth and drinking is available from convenient water 

dispensers at all the lodge facilities in the Amazon.  We recommend that everyone refill their 

personal water bottles often and drink lots of water.   
 

WHAT ABOUT PREVENTIVE MEDICINE?WHAT ABOUT PREVENTIVE MEDICINE?WHAT ABOUT PREVENTIVE MEDICINE?WHAT ABOUT PREVENTIVE MEDICINE?    

Up-to-date tetanus, vaccinations for yellow fever and hepatitis, and pills to prevent Malaria are 

recommended. Though no immunizations are currently required to enter Peru, it is advisable to 

consult your local travel clinic or physician. Neither Environmental Expeditions nor EcoTeach is 

qualified to make medical recommendations. We distribute a letter from the physician in residence 

in the Amazon and strongly recommend that you contact the Center for Disease Control in Atlanta 

at 888-232-3228 or 888-232-3299 (for fax info). Also, CDC’s website www.cdc.gov  is excellent. 
 

WHAT ABOUT MEDICAL CARE WHILE TRAVELING?WHAT ABOUT MEDICAL CARE WHILE TRAVELING?WHAT ABOUT MEDICAL CARE WHILE TRAVELING?WHAT ABOUT MEDICAL CARE WHILE TRAVELING?    

Dr. Linnea Smith’s medical clinic is central to the facilities in the Amazon and available to 

travelers with health concerns or need for emergency care.  Explorama Tours administrators are 

also experienced with emergency medical procedures should a traveler need to be transported for 
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more specialized care to the Seventh Day Adventist Hospital, a private facility in Iquitos, giving 

priority care to Explorama passengers and staff. 
 

WHAT BASELINE INSURANCE IS PROVIDED?WHAT BASELINE INSURANCE IS PROVIDED?WHAT BASELINE INSURANCE IS PROVIDED?WHAT BASELINE INSURANCE IS PROVIDED?    

The land cost of your trip includes a post-departure insurance policy with emergency evacuation 

and emergency medical coverage for each participant.  The description of coverage is available 

on the trip webpage or by request from EcoTeach.  Additional comprehensive and “cancel for no 

reason” insurance policies are available. 

 

 

 


